GEORGE  III AND THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION         IIQ
on  Philadelphia.    The  British  Secretary  for  War,   Lord
Geimaine,   having   promised   Burgoyne  every assistance,
neglected to instruct Howe to be ready to join him, with
the result that Burgoyne was cut off by his opponents in
difficult, thickly-wooded country and forced to surrender
at Saratoga.    The success of Howe in taking Philadelphia Saratoga
was a meagre offset to this defeat.
Saratoga was the turning-point in the war. It had the
effect of inducing France to recognise the United States
and to enter the war on its side. Fighting in the northern
colonies now practically ceased, and though the English
continued to occupy New York and to use it as a base, the
chief fighting was transferred to the two Carolinas. Clinton,
the new commander, forthwith evacuated Howe's conquest,
Philadelphia, and withdrew to New York.
European politics at this time were dominated by the The Family
existence of the Bourbon coalition of France and Spain, for
the Family Compact of 1733 had been followed by those of
1743 and 1761. In 1759 the dependence of Spain upon
France had been made certain by the accession to the Spanish
throne of Charles III, the Don Carlos of Naples of earlier
history. It was further strengthened by the close friendship
of Choiseul and Grimaidi, the respective chief ministers of
France and Spain. England felt endangered by this coali-
tion, and in 1770 she had been on the verge of war with
Spain when the Spanish claimed the Falkland Islands: only
the fact that France then declined to assist Spain prevented
an outbreak of hostilities. Against the Family Compact,
England was constantly endeavouring to form an alliance
with Russia. When, in 1772, Russia secured a large slice of
Polish territory by joining with Prussia and Austria in the ally in
First Partition, England put no obstacle in her way. In Europe*
1778 the British Government proposed an offensive and
defensive alliance: but then the opposition of Count Panin,
the Russian Chancellor, caused the Czarina Catherine to
decline the proposal. Russia was relying on her alliance
with Prussia, concluded in 1764; and as Prussia, since her
abandonment by England at the Peace of Paris in 1763,
had no liking for English friendship, there were constant

